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The ROCKET

Chairperson Message

Many of you already know that LTG(R) Ed Honor died a
few months ago. What a major loss not only to the ROCKS
but to so many others whom he served and mentored! We
are all better because of the rich legacy and high standards
that he left for us to appreciate and emulate for years to
come. He was particularly proud of the young officers that
he selflessly spent so much time mentoring and generally
encouraging. I’d like to personally thank, and extend the
family’s gratitude, to all those who provided outstanding
support to Gen Honor’s family and friends. My special
thanks and sincere gratitude is extended to those who
directly supported his Viewing and Interment.

As I reflect on the year 2008, I am so proud of what you
have all accomplished during such a period of turmoil and
stress on our nation as a whole. Those concerns are
somewhat diminished as I consider the phenomenally
historic nature of not only the election outcome, but the
process itself. It would be very difficult to think of a time
when so many Americans – youth, first time voters, and the
socially disenfranchised in particular – were excited and
engaged in our election process! Even the international
community was fixated on the election and eager to know
the outcome.

The challenges for 2009 are numerous and daunting, not
only for the ROCKS, Inc., but for our entire nation. In the
very near term, I will be providing my 2009 Vision to
Chapters and Interests Groups and encourage your candid
feedback. Several of my 2009 focus areas are: increasing
and expansion of ROCKS, Inc. membership; leadership
outreach to HBCUs; and making a software tool available
to you which should enhance your ability to communicate
not only in your Chapter/Interest Group, but also with a
ROCKS, Inc., national database. It should serve as an
enabler to help you become more efficient and effective in
fulfilling administrative requirements.

Additionally, we are now in the period where we can truly
“Make the Difference that Counts” by personally assisting
young people in obtaining a 4-year Army ROTC
scholarship. There is a tremendous pool of high school
talent just waiting for you to help them and their
parents/other family members understand why Army
ROTC might be a great option for them. Please contact
BG(R) Simms using the contact information in this

ROCKET, if you have any questions or need assistance.
The March 2009 4-year ROTC scholarship application
deadline is fast approaching!

We are very excited about the new Cadet Corner
beginning with this edition. ROTC Cadets are now
permitted to join the ROCKS, Inc., so it is clearly fitting
that they, and their Cadre, have a voice in the ROCKET to
share information and ideas that will allow us to enhance
our leadership outreach activities in addition to serving as a
conduit for early mentoring to these soon-to-be 2LTs.
Many of you are already fully engaged in activities with
ROTC units. We highly encourage Professors of Military
Science, their Cadre, individual ROTC Cadets, and
ROCKS, Inc., Chapters/Interest Groups to submit articles
that you think would be of interest to the membership.

As many events, including the last two years of the election
process have shown us, almost anything is possible if you
believe in it, are willing to do the hard work necessary to
accomplish your goals, and work as a team going in the
same direction. Many of you have implemented incredibly
creative and value-added programs with a very small
dedicated core of members – I COMMEND YOU. I know
that it will continue to be a challenge but please keep up the
great work and share your achievements via the ROCKET
and other communications avenues. The ROCKS Inc.,
National Board pledges our wholehearted support to do
whatever we can do to facilitate your success, so please
keep in touch and let us know how we can better support
you!

BG Clara Adams-Ender USA (Ret)
Chairperson
National Board of the ROCKS, Inc.
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National Board of the ROCKS, Incorporated
Chairperson BG Clara L. Adams-Ender, USA (Ret)
Vice Chairperson & Washington, DC Chapter President BG Velma L. Richardson, USA (Ret)
Vice President, Communications and Publications COL Dorene Hurt, USA
Vice President, Corporate Outreach Vacant
Vice President, Finance COL Lucretia M. McClenney, USA (Ret)
Vice President, Special Projects and Global Networks Vacant
Vice President, Membership Development COL Raymond L. Bingham, USA (Ret)
Vice President, Mentorship LTG Larry Jordan, USA (Ret)
Vice President, Programs and Strategic Planning COL(P) Robert Ferrell, USA
Vice President, ROTC Programs BG Earl M. Simms, USA (Ret)
Historian COL Frank Francois, USA (Ret)
Secretary Vacant
General Counsel LTC Patricia A. Harris, USA

CHAPTERS AND INTEREST GROUPS

Name Chapter President/POC Email Address
Aloha, Hawaii (Talented Tenth) MAJ Lawrence B. White lawrence.white1@us.army.mil
Atlanta, GA COL Maurice Buchanan maurice.buchanan@us.army.mil
Carlisle Barracks, PA LTC Andre Wiley andre.lamont.wiley@us.army.mil
European Officers, Germany COL Rodney McCants rodney.mccants@us.army.mil
Fort Benning, GA CPT Tiffiney Dimery tiffiney.dimery@benning.army.mil
Fort Bragg, NC (All American) LTC Rafeal Boyd rafeal.boyd@us.army.mil
Fort Hood, TX (Phantom Warrior) LTC Paul Jones paul.jones3@us.army.mil
Fort Jackson, SC (James Webster Smith) COL(R) Maxie Joye maxiejoye@yahoo.com
Fort Leavenworth, KS CPT David Woods davidwoods1@us.army.mil
Fort Lee, VA (Central VA Chapter) COL Oliver L. Norrell, III oliver.norrell@us.army.mil
Fort Leonard Wood, MO (Harry Truman) LTC Oliver Saunders oliver.saunders@us.army.mil
Fort Polk, LA (Gator ROCKS) MAJ(P) Darryl Hurst darryl.hurst@us.army.mil
Hampton Roads, VA LTC(R) Wendell Turner wendell.turnerCTR@jfcom.mil
Morning Calm, Korea MAJ Derrick G. Anthony derrick.anthony@korea.army.mil
Washington, DC BG(R) Velma L. Richardson velma.l.richardson@lmco.com
West Point, NY (Henry O. Flipper) MAJ Hise Gibson hise.gibson@usma.edu
Balad, Iraq Interest Group MAJ Edgar Terry edgar.terry@balad.iraq.centcom.mil
Camp Victory Interest Group CPT Pamela Lewis pamela.lewis@iraq.centcom.mil

Please provide Chapter Information and POC updated information to THEROCKS@aol.com

Editor of the ROCKET: COL Dorene Hurt, USA
Please send article submission to THEROCKS@aol.com

The ROCKS, Inc., P.O. Box 471212, Forestville, MD 20753
Tel: 301-669-9319 / Fax: 301-669-9407 / Toll Free: 888-762-5747

E-Mail: therocks@aol.com
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Rocks, Inc., Mourn One of Its
Founding Members

Lieutenant General Edward
Honor, Sr. U.S. Army
(Retired) died on September
3, 2008. General Edward
Honor, son of the late Louis
and Retha Honor, was born
March 17, 1933 in Melville,
Louisiana. He earned a
bachelor’s degree in
Education from Southern
University, Baton Rouge,
LA; was commissioned as a
2nd Lieutenant in the

Transportation Corps and entered active duty in 1954. He
attended Basic Courses at the Armor and Transportation
Corps schools. He commanded at all levels during his
35-year career which culminated in an assignment as the
Director, J-4, the Joint Staff, Washington, DC. His awards
and decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal,
Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit with three
Oak Leaf Clusters, and Bronze Star with Oak Leaf Cluster.
He retired from the Army in 1989.

After retirement, General Honor served as President of the
National Defense Transportation Association (NDTA) for
13 years. During his tenure, the Association experienced a
healthy growth pattern from 5,200 to 8,600 individual
members and 67 to 221 corporate members. He retired from
NDTA in 2002.

In 2007, he was honored with the United States
Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM) by the
designation of a special room in his name for his outstanding
efforts in the establishment of the command.

General Honor was a beloved founding member of the
ROCKS, Inc. He was uncommonly and unwaveringly
committed to the ROCKS and worked diligently to advance
the organization for decades. He was instrumental in the
development of the founding documents that established the
National Board; in personally assisting in the establishment
of numerous chapters and interest groups; serving as
Chairman of the National Board’s Ways and Means
Committee, Programs and Strategic Planning, and Chairman
of the ROCKS National Conference Committee. He was
named ROCK of the Year in 1990. General Honor had a
deep passion for mentoring and is well known in the ROCKS,
Inc., Transportation Corps, and throughout the Army for his
efforts in mentoring young officers. A biography of his
career entitled “Mentoring and Leading” was published by
the US Army Transportation Center in 2003. General Honor
was also a life member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Honorary Pall Bearers at his full military honors funeral at
Arlington National Cemetery funeral were the Honorable
Colin L. Powell, General Norman Schwartz, USAF, LTG N.
Ross Thompson II, USA (Ret.), MG Isaac Smith, USA (Ret.),
COL(P) Robert S. Ferrell, USA, COL Frank Francois, USA
(Ret.), COL Emmett Sims, USA (Ret.), Mr. Edward James,
and Mr. Marvin Whitehurst.

He is survived by his wife, Phyllis; his children; Edward
Honor Jr., and Beverly Short, her husband, James V. Short;
grandchildren: James V. Short II, Jennell Short and Jennifer
Short; sisters: Willie Mae Gardiner and Dorothy Gabriel and
her husband Harry; and a host of relatives and friends.
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Stretch of Highway named for
Three-Star General

By Jasiri Whipper
The Post and Courier
w/Reprint permission

Lt. Gen. Henry Doctor Jr. died
last December.

The South Carolina Department
of Transportation recently
named a five-mile stretch of U.S.
Highway 52 near Moncks
Corner after retired Army Lt.
Gen. Henry Doctor Jr.,

Doctor died in December at age
74 of kidney failure. Family
members and friends recently

celebrated his life and the dedication of the Lt. Gen. Henry
Doctor Jr. Memorial Highway at Berkeley Middle School.

Doctor's daughter, Lori Williams of Centreville, Va., who
was on hand to bring remarks at the program said, "the
recognition was a great testimony to his life and legacy that
he left for us."

Doctor was a native of the Oakley community near Moncks
Corner. He was a 1954 graduate of South Carolina State
College. The three-star general was the highest-ranking S.C.
State military alumnus, according to the school officials.

After graduating, Doctor later would finish the Reserve
Officer Training Corps program and was commissioned as a
second lieutenant. He held a master's degree in counseling
and psychological services from Georgia State University.

He retired as Inspector General of the U.S. Army at The
Pentagon, Washington, D.C. After retirement, Doctor
remained engaged as a mentor of soldiers and a supporter of
the Department of Defense.

Doctor received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from
S.C. State University and an honorary Doctor of Military
Science degree from The Citadel. He was also a member of
the Omega Psi Phi fraternity.

Doctor spent the better part of his career in Washington and
lived in Centreville, Va., but came home frequently to help
develop the plans for Military Magnet Academy in North
Charleston, where he was a member of the Military Advisory
Panel.

In an earlier interview, Elijah McCants of St. Stephen, his
cousin by marriage, said Doctor was an intelligent man who

believed in strong work ethics. McCants said Doctor had a
heart for people.

"When you spoke to him, he listened intently with a special
smile," he said.

Granger Recognized as University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences

Distinguished Alumnus
Submitted by LTC James Andrews,

XO to the Dep Dir, TMA

MG Elder Granger (Center)

MG Elder Granger was recently recognized as a
Distinguished Alumnus at the annual University of Arkansas
for Medical Sciences Distinguished Alumnus Award
Ceremony in August. MG Granger is the deputy director for
TRICARE Management Activity (TMA) and has a long
history of setting high standards and leadership in the
medical arena. Granger began his academic career at
Arkansas State University, in Jonesboro, graduating in 1976
with a Bachelor of Science degree in zoology and a minor in
military science. This was the starting point of a career
dedicated to medicine and service to the United States.
Granger's undergraduate alma mater also awarded him the
honor of distinguished alumnus for 2008. An award that was
announced July 10.

In an effort to extend his services for Arkansas State
University, Granger also participates in the Chancellor's
Cabinet and is a founding member of the Beck PRIDE
Center for America's Wounded Veterans National Advisory
Council. Located within the College of Nursing and Health
Professions, the center assists combat veterans with a
centralized site for coordination of resources helping
families achieve a successful post-war adjustment.

"Granger's dedication throughout his academic career is the
same dedication we can see throughout his military career,"
said Dr. S. Ward Casscells, Assistant Secretary of Defense
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for Health Affairs. "I am certain the University of Arkansas
College for Medical Sciences decided to make him the
distinguished alumnus because they can see he's a great
doctor and leader." Casscells explained that Granger's
service to TRICARE has been paramount in creating a
successful team of health care professionals, providing the
best possible medical treatment to families and members of
TRICARE and setting the example for TRICARE
employees to follow.

"If we can all look at who Gen. Granger is and pick one of
his strengths to emulate, we will all improve ourselves
greatly," said Casscells. "From starting his military career in
internal medicine at Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in
Aurora, Colo., to his achievements in Iraq, where dedicated
service and saving lives earned him the Bronze Star, MG
Granger has dedicated himself to saving lives and helping
others," Casscells said. "It is the greatest honor to know he
received the Distinguished Alumni Award for the University
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and is a valued part of the
TRICARE family."

ROTC Scholarship &
R.C. Cartwright Scholarships

It’s that time again ….. time to get scholarship nominations
in for that outstanding young lady or young man. There are
ROTC 4-year scholarships waiting for qualified young
people (see ROCKS website, www.rocksinc.org, for details).
Also available are General R.C. Cartwright scholarships for
deserving ROTC cadet sophomores, juniors and seniors.

Suspense dates for ROTC 4-year scholarship applications
into the ROCK is 24 Mar 09. R.C. Cartwright Scholarship
applications are due NLT 18 Mar 09.

Contact POC: BG(R) Earl Simms
703-723-9192
703-213-2321 (cell)
esimms44@yahoo.com

The Military Diversity Event of the Year
Stars and Stripes Military Dinner

Please come and join us in support of our Military during the
Stars and Stripes Military Dinner. Top African American
Admirals and Generals will be recognized for their
outstanding contributions to our Nation. The event is part of
the 23rd Annual Black Engineer of the Year Conference.
The dinner will take place on Friday, February 20, 2009, 7
PM - 10 PM at the Hilton Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore
Maryland. Point of contact for more information about the

event is BG (Ret.) Velma Richardson at
velma.l.richardson@lmco.com. For more information about
the Black Engineer of the Year event go to www.beya.org.

ROCKS Cadet Corner

As the ROCKS, Inc., has approved the membership of
ROTC cadets, it is very fitting to include them in the
ROCKET. The ROCKET's new "Cadet Corner" will
highlight key accomplishments and activities in Army
ROTC programs as well as feature cades and their ROTC
leadership. It will also convey what cadets view as
important to them in addition to serving as a conduit to
cadets and future mentors. This issue features the Howard
University Army ROTC “Bisons” led by LTC Bobbie
Williams, and also spotlights Cadet Jawaan Thomas. We
encourage you to submit articles and information that you
believe will be useful for developing cadets and supporting
ROTC programs to strengthen our officers corps.

**********
Proudly submitted by C/CPT ROY MONTGOMERY,

Battalion S-5, Howard University

The Howard University school year is only at it its midpoint
and Cadets of the Howard University Army ROTC “Bison
Battalion” have already volunteered at a golf tournament,
conducted 7 color guard events, hosted a JROTC drill
competition, Alumni luncheon, and visited the Armed
Forces Retirement Home for Veterans Day. Doubling in
size, the Bison Battalion is on a glide path for success as they
continue to give back during the 2008-2009 SY. Last year
the Howard University “Bison” Battalion, a subchapter of
the GW Chapter AUSA, paved the way for continued
success. With less than 32 Cadets, they volunteered,
contributed and participated in more events in the
community than any ROTC unit in the nation. For the past
two years the Fresno State “Bulldog” Battalion” has won the
most active company in the nation. In a surprising upset, the
Howard University Bison prevailed as the winner during the
2008 Annual AUSA ROTC Luncheon. Since the summer of
2007, Bison Battalion Cadets have participated in so many
events in support of the community that AUSA recognized
their dedication and commitment. Events from SY
2007/2008 include: American Red Cross Blood Drive, more
than 10 color guard events, delivering Christmas cards at the
Armed Forces Retirement Home, and numerous other
community and university events. The award was presented
by MG Montague Winfield, Commander, US Army Cadet
Command, and accepted by C/CSM Jasmyn Morgan, Vice
President, ROTC Company 220193.

Ninety Years since its inception, the Bison Battalion is still
going strong. This year the HU Army ROTC Battalion
doubled its Cadet population despite an 18 month vacancy in


